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IMPORTANT DATES

August 30
Staff Retreat

August 30
Cross Country
Meet

September 17
Celebrate New
Beginnings

September 18
Sunday School
Open House

September 21
Wednesday Night
Open House

September 28
FW Friends and
Alpha Begin

Worship Schedule

Looking Ahead

Thanks
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Prayer Opportunities

I'm repeatedly struck by the long running ad on a local radio station that states an
ancient proverb: “You can'’t step into the same river twice.” It's an accurate, won-
derful statement about change. A riverbed never stays the same — the flowing wa-
ter makes for constant change. The same thing is true with life. Change is con-
stant. The only constant about change is, change is. So | was struck again when
in a recent issue of the online magazine, Preaching Now, | read the following:

In arecent issue of SBC Life, Charles Lowery shared the story of
two men who wer e deeping on a houseboat one night. For some
reason, the boat broke away fromits moorings and drifted into the
open sea. The earlier riser went outside and saw that they were
drifting with no land in sight. Excitedly, he yelled, "Joe, get up
quickly, we ain't here anymore!"

As Lowery notes, "In the church world, I'm afraid that for too
many, we ain't here anymore."

With all the change that buffets us—in and out of the church —
it's easy to become anxious and fear that "we ain't here anymore."
Perhapsit will help usto remind ourselves periodically that:

We may not be here, but we're somewhere.
Wherever we are, there are people who need Jesus.

We may not know where we are, but God does—and
that'sreally all that matters.

Certainly the church is not immune to change. “We ain’t here anymore!” 1t is
never an issue of if things are going to change — things will always change; it's an
issue of determining our response to change. Will we fear it and fight it, or wel-
come it, manage it and creatively adapt to it? As Giuseppe Maccini put it,
“Slumber not in the tents of your fathers. The world is advancing — advance with it.”
Let us prayerfully welcome, manage and adapt to change — make it our friend and
ally. The key is always to maintain our principle and our core values while being
flexible with our techniques and methods. Only God, after all, never changes. He
is the same yesterday, today, and forever. That means His character and His
heart never waver; but how He works through and among His people and in His
world is always changing. Author Henry Blackaby has written, “God is always at
work, and our job is to find out what's He's up to and join Him.” That is the best
approach to change | know. Keep close to Christ and ride the winds of change.

-Pastor Pikkaart
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WINDOWS
September Worship Schedule
September 4 Vern Powers

11 “7 Habits of Highly Healthy People: Restrain Yourself”
Ephesians 5:1-20

18 “When You're Surrounded — Run!”
Hebrews 12:1-3
Celebration Sunday; Talent Offering

25 “Your Friend In High Places: ‘| Wanna’ Hold Your Hand™

Mark 5:25-34

To My Fellow Brothersand Sstersin Christ,

I am writing this letter after
returning from our Congregational
Meeting on July 24. It was a very
difficult meeting indeed. For
starters, it was sad that so few had
to make a huge commitment for so
many. It was a meeting that
reflected the hearts of many
concerned individuals. For some it
was frustrating, for some | think
there was an element of fear, and
for others it was emotional. It was
very enlightening to hear different
viewpoints; in my 27 years here |
realize we will never all agree, so |
have to depend on what the Lord
lays on my heart. | am sure you all
must do the same.

Bob and | had to decide for
ourselves (but also for others) if we
could add 4.3% more to our giving,
as our income was cut this year by
30%. God has been faithful. We
still pay our bills and eat fairly well.
We®e learned to improvise. But
we know that if we commit to this
and stick with it that He will
continue to shower us with his
blessing at Orchard Hill.

Years ago | heard the pastor of a
small congregation that needed
more space speak on whether he
wanted God to fill his cup or be
bold enough to ask him to fill the
barrel. He encouraged his
congregation to pray for the barrel;
that church is a mega-church
today. We don®know the finances
in anyone else® home or if you are
able to give an additional 4.3%.
We can only pray that hearts are
moved to do what they are able.

God has overflowed our cup at
Orchard Hill, and yet we are faced
with a deficit. There are various
reasons why, but we can®change
the past. We can only look
forward, let God speak to us and
bless us as we each fulfill our own
commitments, then watch the
floodgates open.

We have something special here at
Orchard Hill that | pray is not
destroyed over differences in how
we spend money. We need to
believe that our God is big enough
to fill the barrel here also. This is
one budget that was worked, re-

worked, and
then re-worked
again after
many, many, @}

MANY hours

and much prayer before it became
acceptable and presentable. We
need to be grateful to those who
poured their hearts into this. It
wasn®easy, but they persevered
to do this for Orchard Hill and for
God. Let us praise God for his
faithfulness and most of all, strive
to stay united. (The enemy is
always at the gate.)

no

"May the God of steadfastness and
encouragement grant you to live in
harmony with one another, in
accord with Christ Jesus, that
together you may with one voice
glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ." Romans 15:5-6

"And let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, to which indeed you
were called in the one body."
Colossians 3:15

--In Christian Love,
Jewel Borgeld
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Looking Ahead ... message from Pastor Kirsty

Thank you to the many volunteers this summer! Our grateful appreciation goes...
...to Cindee Steele who faithfully does the Windows newsletter
...to Pat Jasper who is painting a mural in the nursery
...to members of the band - Broken Sunday - who are voluntarily using their gifts of ministry to help
build the kingdom of God
...to all the parents who helped with Veggie Tales and children’s sermons
...to the leaders who helped on mission trips
...to the parents who helped with Horizons
...to the Consistory who spent endless hours doing the budget
...to the many volunteers who use their hands, heart and feet daily to serve the Lord

As we prepare for the fall we need to be people of prayer. Please pray for our Alpha program. If there is
someone you know who does not know the Lord, please let us know and we can start praying that they will be
led to attend the course. Please pray for our event and invite your friends and family. Pray for our
Fall musical; pray for our new FW Friends program; pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to move in this place
and revive us as we celebrate his blessings and his goodness in all that we do and in all that we are.

As we prepare to celebrate, we must remember that celebration is a spiritual discipline. Augustine

of Hippo wrote, "A Christian should be an alleluia from head to foot.” Alleluia means Praise God!

A way to practice celebration is through singing, dancing and shouting. We need to be an alleluia

people! Celebration brings joy into our lives; it enables us to understand the heart of Christ.

Jesus said as he departed this earth, “These things | have spoken to you that my joy may be in

you, and that your joy may be full."” (John 15:11) Scripture tells us that the joy of the Lord is our

strength. Richard Foster writes, “Joy is the motor, the thing that keeps everything else going." Without joyous
celebration to infuse the other disciplines, we will sooner or later abandon them. Joy produces energy, joy
makes us strong. As we prepare for the fall, we need to focus on the joy that our new beginnings will bring.
Our joy will be celebrated as new people enter our church for the first time on September 17; our joy will be
found as people are led to Christ; our joy will grow as we make an impact on the lives of the people in our
community; our joy will reach to the heavens when our focus is to celebrate the goodness of God; our joy will
produce more joy as we engage people in the truth of the gospel through our Alpha program that begins on
September 28. We need festivals of joy and celebrations to keep our energy, enthusiasm and love for the
Lord alive. Plan on celebrating in many ways this fall so that our joy may be complete!

"Celebrate New Beginnings" is the theme for our community outreach event on September 17. o
BI .
b

Address Changes

Please make the following changes to your church directory:

S
=
|
|
|
|
|
: Shawna & Bennet Veltema Richard DeBoer
| 872 Courtney NW 1230 Walker Village Dr
| Grand Rapids Ml 49504 Apt 110
: 443-2961 Grand Rapids M| 49534
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
9

Lisa Johnson (Buikema) Angie Buikema
295 N Oakhurst Dr #17 1133 South Oak Park Ave Apt 2W
Aurora IL 60504 Oak Park IL 60304

630-379-8458
Waverly Acklin
3798 Vail NW ™
Grand Rapids MI 49544
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Orchard Hill Counseling Center

The counseling center is located at the East entrance
of Orchard Hill Church. There are two counselors on
staff - Judy Boogaart, who is the director and Rev.
Sandra VanDen Brink. Both have Masters of Social
Work degrees. Judy is working toward certification
and Sandra is a certified social worker.

We offer individual, family, group and marriage
counseling using your faith as a strength or basis to
build on. At the center you and your story will be
treated with respect; you will be heard; and you will
be helped to grow and make changes that will put you
in touch with your desired goals and needs.

The cost is $45 to Orchard Hill members for a 50-
minute session and $55 for non-members. We also
work on a sliding scale, taking into consideration a
client® income.

Here is what several clients have said about the
center:

"From the minute | walk into the church | feel the
presence of Christ and at peace. | feel welcome, and
I love looking at the artwork. | appreciate the style of
the counselor that | work with which is very nurturing.
It has been very helpful and life-giving."

"The counselor we work with has been very helpful.
The work we do has improved our relationship.
Thank you, Orchard Hill Counseling Center."

If you need healing in your life both counselors are
here to serve you, to help you grow in the grace and
love of Christ, and become all that God wants you to
be.
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When we as a congregation stand up and renew our
vows during a baptismal ceremony, we promise to
assist the new parents "by giving the strong support
of God® family in fellowship, prayer and service."
Do you ever stop to think what we are really
promising? | take that vow very seriously - that®
why I@n involved in Children & Worship.

Now there is a new opportunity for anyone who has
two hands and a strong pair of legs to take that vow
one step further. The Consistory recently went
through a somewhat painful 2006 Budget Proposal.
In going through the proposal line-by-
line on how we could cut expenses, it
was decided that if we, as a
congregation, took over the cleaning of
the new education wing, we could save
O over $3000 a year. Now we need your
N help!

Depending on how many people we
have volunteering their time, you would be on a
schedule to clean only the upper portion of the new
section. You can clean this on your own time - as
long as it® done between Thursday and Saturday.
There will be a signup table in the Narthex on
September 11 and 25. Clean as a family or sign up
with a friend and make it fun! All supplies will be
provided - we just need your willing hands.

Are you willing to invest in the future of God®
Kingdom by getting your hands dirty? | know | am
and hope you are too!

Jan Heeren
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Thanks..

We would like to thank the congregation
of Orchard Hill Church for their thoughts
and prayers on behalf of our grandson

Shaun while he was serving in Irag. After
six years as a Marine, Shaun will be

discharged in October.

-Len and Nancy Ringelberg

e
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We would like to thank everyone who helped
Jack celebrate his 80th birthday, and also
those who sent such beautiful cards.

-Jack and Betty McClellan and family

I@n overwhelmed by all of the cards, calls and other
expressions of love and care | received from my
church family during my recent surgery and
recovery. The whole time | was away, | knew your

prayers were supporting me. Thank you, sincerely,
all of you. | couldn®have made it without your
support and God® healing hand!

There was no such thing in those
early days as a powerful church
without prayer...just as in our day
there will never be such a thing as
a powerful church without prayer.
"Well," some may say, "those
were New Testament days, and
we@e beyond that now." But if you
trace the life of the church of
Jesus Christ from 2000 years ago
all the way to this moment, you will
discover that all the great revivals
and awakenings of church history
were fueled by the power of
prayer.

Are you praying for Christ® church
and her pastors? Join John
VanEs and others in the prayer
chapel on Sunday mornings
before worship for prayer for
OHRC, the pastors, and those
others God lays on your heart.
Come and go as you feel led for a
time of silent individual prayer.

Ephesians 6:18: "And pray in the
spirit on all occasions and with all
kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and
always keep on praying for all the

saints."

Plan to join us for the Prayerfire
Prayer Conference being held at
Orchard Hill on November 5.
Watch for more information from
the RCA (or visit www.RCA.org
and select prayerfire).

Other prayer websites to check
out:

See You at the Pole
September 21
www.syatp.com

Praying Through the Window
October 1-31
www.win1040.com

Muslim Prayer Focus
October 4-November 2
www.30-days.net

Ongoing/Operation Iraqi Care:
www.operationlragicare.org

Kids and Prayer
praymag@navpress.com

-Bev Buikema, Prayer Elder

ooooo0Doooooooo0ooo0o0o0o0o0o0o0Do0DoDo0o0Do0Do0Do0o0o0Do0Doo0oo0ooDooo0oooaogao

-In Christian Love,
Karen Porter

O0Oo0OoOo0Doooooooooad

Second Annual
Orchard Hill
Cross Country Meet
Tuesday, August 30
at 4:00 PM

Orchard Hill and Kenowa Hills
High School will once again
team up and sponsor a cross
country meet at Orchard Hill.
There will be 13 teams
competing with approximately
400 runners, and we expect
another 600-800 spectators.
Some of the top teams and
individuals in the state will be
running in this meet. Race
time is 4:00 PM.

O0Oo0OoOo0Doooooooooad
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What: “Doors to Discovery”

When: Sunday Mornings beginning
September 25

Where: Children’s Education Wing - 2" floor,
Orchard Hill Church

Why: Children ages 4 years thru the 5" grade will
have opportunities to “open the door” to new
discoveries in worship, drama, art and music.

Along with our new space and new name, we also
have a new format for this year! The children will be
dismissed partway through congregational worship
on Sunday mornings. They will then have the
opportunity to worship in their own worship center.
There are six centers, each one designed for a
different age group. After worshiping with wonderful
“hands-on” stories from God’s Word and responding
to them in different ways, the children will also have
the opportunity to join together from 11:00-11:30 for
drama, art and music.

Your child won’t want to miss opening the “Doors to
Discovery.” Come to the open house on Sunday,
September 18 to sign up!
Karen Seitz 453-6488
Julie Vantine 887-1842

It's the Most Wonderful Time of
the Year —Back to School Time!
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| am excited to be a part of Orchard Hill® Wednesday
night ministry. My husband Rick and | have been
attending Orchard Hill for four years. We have two
children - Samantha in 3rd grade and Rebecca in
Kindergarten. Samantha has been coming to
Pioneer Club since she was in Kindergarten, and
Rebecca is so excited that she will be able to attend
this year also!

In just a few weeks, our Church will be filled with kids
who have come to our new midweek program!
They® be worshipping God through songs and
prayer, making Bible Point crafts, and discovering
life-changing Bible truths in fun and memorable
ways.

# [] " ]
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This will be a great time to register your children, visit

the new classrooms and check out the new way of
doing things. Hope to see you there!

&

4% ) (

4 USA"

# elcome to
another fantastic

After a wonderful summer the Learning
Center staff and children are looking
forward to starting another fantastic
school year. The summer program
ended on August 19 followed by two
weeks of transition with the fall program
beginning on September 6. Due to
Kenowa Hills changing to an all day
kindergarten program we have a large
kindergarten enrichment program this
year. In addition, we have closed our
4-year old Busy Bee class on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday (due to lower
enrollment) and moved those children
into our Bunnies class to boost their daily
enroliment. We are hopeful that these
changes will help us to run a more
efficient center financially and keep our
daily operating expenses in check.

Have you registered to play in the
Chip’in For Children Golf Scramble?
Don't forget that there is a limited
number of teams allowed to play in this
year’s scramble and we don’t want
anyone to be left out of this fabulous
event. Please look for a registration
form in this month’s Windows and return
it to the Learning Center as soon as
possible to be included. In addition,
there are still hole sponsorships
available for $100-$250 each. A hole
sponsor will have their name displayed
on a sharp sponsorship sign at your
choice of hole and then returned to the
sponsor for display after the event. Last
year's event netted the Learning Center
over $6,000 toward our operating
budget. With your help we are hoping
for a similar result this year.

school year for Kids Hope
USA! Orchard Hill is
privileged to have such a
successful partnership with
Fairview Elementary School
and we have such a faithful
group of returning mentors!
We have over 20 mentors
and prayer partners
continuing to love and value a
child. Stay tuned to the Kids
Hope Korner to celebrate the
amazing ways God is working
in these children® lives. If
you feel called to participate
in this life-changing ministry
as a mentor, prayer partner or
events planner, please
contact the director, Chris
Vredevoogd at 791-4782.




