
With Valentine's Day just 
around the corner some of 
you may be expecting a 
mushy love story here, or 
advice on romance, or bet-
ter yet - a gift certificate for 
chocolate.  Rather, I am go-
ing to revert back to the 
truth of the Bible and ex-
plore with you what love is. 
 

Love is patient.  Love is 
sitting at the bedside of a 
loved one, praying for hours, 
watching them slowly drift 
off to sleep and knowing 
that at a moment’s notice 
they could be in the loving 
arms of God the Father for 
eternity.  
 

Love is kind.  Love is smil-
ing at someone who is 
down.  Love is bringing a 
meal to someone who is too 
sick or weak to cook.  Love 
is reaching down and tying 
the shoes of a little child.  
Love is serving a fellow 
brother and sister that we 
may not even know through 
random acts of kindness. 
 

Love is not envious, or 
proud or boastful.  Love is 
encouraging the best in one 
another.  Love is riding in an 
old bus to DeVos Hall and 
supporting the talent and 
gifts of a humble musician 
who gave his gifts back to 
God for His glory. 
 

Love is not rude or self-
seeking.  Love is biting your 
tongue sometimes.  Love is 

encouraging the gifts of oth-
ers.  Love is sitting in a con-
sistory meeting till all hours 
of the night pondering and 
praying and discerning out 
of love for God and his 
church.  Love is appreciat-
ing the needs of others be-
fore one’s own.  Love is ap-
preciating the uniqueness of 
each of God’s children and 
respecting them for who 
they are.  
 

Love is not easily angered 
and it keeps no records of 
wrongs.  Love is honestly 
admitting one’s mistakes 
and asking for forgiveness.  
It is accepting our human 
insufficiency and relying on 
God’s proficiency.  It is for-
giving and erasing the past 
and living into the grace that 
we can give to one another 
and that God continues 
showering upon us. 
 

Love is about rejoicing in 
the truth.  Love is looking 
out in worship on a Sunday 
morning and saying we 
have reason to rejoice, for 
the truth of Christ has set us 
free.  Love is the outpouring 
of God’s presence as we 
join in worship praising his 
name.  Love is being caught 
up in the vibrancy of God’s 
word.  Love is meant to be 
celebrated amongst each 
other.  Love is almost 60 
people committing to an 
adult education class on 
prayer. 
 

Love always protects, al-
ways trusts, always 
hopes, and always perse-
veres.  Love is our Sunday 
school teachers protecting, 
teaching and nurturing our 
children as their own.  Love 
is the youth group and the 
youth leaders trusting and 
being trusted to glorify God 
in worship, in service and in 
fellowship.  Love is hopeful.  
It means that through the 
process of change and an-
ticipation we never lose 
hope, and that we continue 
to embrace the love we 
have for God and the love 
we have for one another as 
we search for a senior pas-
tor.  Love means we perse-
vere even through the strug-
gles and trials, and that we 
seek the constant guidance 
of God the Father.   
 

Love never fails.  Let love 
be our guide not only in 
February, but for eternity.  It 
is our life-long mission.  
Psalm 23:6 states, "Surely 
goodness and love will fol-
low me all the days of my 
life, and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever." 
That is our hope - allowing 
love to determine the way 
we live out each day here 
on earth and for eternity.  
Remember this: I love you.  
I may not do it perfectly, but 
with God’s help I will keep 
trying.  "Let us love one an-
other for love comes from 
God." (1 John 4: 7) 
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February 4 

House in a Box Project 
 

February 5 
Communion Sunday 

Dr. Rynbrandt preaching 
 

February 11  
House in a Box Project 

 Lion’s Mane Dinner Theater 
 

February 12 
Children’s Ministries Sunday  

Pastor Kirsty DePree preaching 
 

February 15 
Alpha Meeting 

 

February 18  
House in a Box Project 

 

February 19 
Kent Community Service 

 

February 24  
Leadership Training at OHRC 
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�  t sounds like a Dr. Seuss book, but in 
actuality it is a wonderful way to call us 

as a church into mission.  The Reformed 
Church of America in conjunction with 
Church World Service has allocated money 
to be used by Habitat for Humanity to build 
five homes for hurricane victims in Ala-
bama.  The Grand Rapids Deacon’s Center 
has been given the charge to build two 
homes.   
 
We will gather on February 4, 11 and 18 at 
the Steelcase warehouse building on 44th 
and Eastern to put these homes together.  
Once they are assembled they will be 
shipped to Alabama.   
 
We would love to get as many volunteers 
as possible from Orchard Hill to collaborate 
in this wonderful effort to help our brothers 
and sisters in the south.  There will be a 
sign-up sheet at the information booth.  You 
may volunteer for one day or all three.  
Please speak to any of the Deacons for 
more information. 
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The Orchard Hill Church Library is open 
every Sunday before worship from 9:00 until 
9:30 and after each service from 10:45 until 
11:45.  Please stop by and browse our adult 

collection.  Children's books are now stored in the Discovery 
and Children & Worship rooms.  We have yet to locate the 
children's board books for the toddlers who are too young for 
the Discovery Hour and Children & Worship. These books will 
be available near the adult books in the front of the church.  
Our videos also remain boxed and will be put out as soon as 
we decide how to display them.  
 
An article recently appeared in The Grand Rapids Press about 
Christian fiction cutting into the mainstream book market.  The 
article told about how 20 of Zondervan's top Christian fiction 
authors had gotten together to network.  A quote from 
Zondervan's executive editor, Karen Bell, says it well, 
"Christian authors are pushed to a higher level of 
craftsmanship because they don©t have the easy out of using 
graphic material such as language, sexuality and violence to 
further the plot."  
 
Many of the authors listed in that article are authors whose 
books are on our library shelves.  Look for books by Terri 
Blackstock, Davis Bunn and Gilbert Morris.  
 
To locate a listing of Christian bestseller books, go to the 
Baker Book House website at www.bakerbookstore.com and 
click on Bestsellers!  This is a great place to find books for all 
ages.  
 
If you have any suggestions or questions regarding our library 
service, please contact Deb Rodenhouse at 677-1984. 

I am the new worship team director at 
Orchard Hill.  I am originally from Saginaw 
where I was involved in many different 
churches.  When I entered college at Grand 
Valley State University I got into music 
ministry.  There I learned how to coordinate a 
team of musicians and incorporate them into 
a service to worship God.  Currently I have 
the same focus.  I want to incorporate the 
people and ideas of Orchard Hill in a way that 
glorifies the name of Jesus.  I am very happy 
to be here and I’m excited to get to know the 
people of this congregation. 
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The Scarlet Thread  
by Francine Rivers 

  
Two women's stories are intertwined in this novel by Francine 
Rivers.  The first one, Sierra Madrid, is a modern-day woman 
whose unfaithful husband has filed for divorce.  The other 
woman, Mary McMurray, is a pioneer on the Oregon Trail.   
 
When Sierra discovers Mary's journal, Mary's story inspires 
Sierra to lay to rest her anger and resentment.  Francine 
Rivers has written many books, but this one is by far my 
favorite.  It was fun to read, had a good message, and Mary's 
story was especially interesting and unexpected. 
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ALPHA will begin again on February 15.  We just fin-
ished our first course; it went well, and now we are 
really ready to introduce it for the second time.  AL-
PHA has been explained many times in this newslet-
ter.  Our hope is that if you have any questions about 
ALPHA you will grab a flyer from the Information 
Desk. We invite you to an informational meeting on 
Sunday, February 12, in the Sanctuary after morning 
worship.  In order to invite friends, you need to have 
a good grasp of what it is all about.  See you then! 
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Please make the following changes to 
your church directory: 

 
 

Lucille DeVries 
Edison Manor - Room 207 

930 Edison 
Grand Rapids MI  49504 

 
Martha Jordan 

2510 Lake Michigan Drive #C302 
Grand Rapids MI  49504 

 
Gordon & Marge Gezon 

Heather Hills Retirement Village 
1055 Forest Hill Ave SE  #151 

Grand Rapids MI  49546 
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Thank you for all the birthday and Christmas 
cards that were sent to our Mom, Winifred 
Kuiper and to Rev. and Mrs. Rynbrandt for 
their many visits with her.  We have been 
blessed to have her celebrate her 101st 
birthday and she has been blessed to be part 
of this church family for over 80 years. 

Sincerely, 
Winifred Kuiper's Family 

A sincere thank you for all the prayers, cards, meals 
and phone calls I received before and after my sur-
gery.  What a blessing to be part of a loving and car-
ing church family.  A special thank you to Rev. and 
Mrs. Rynbrandt for their visits and prayers.  I pray 
God©s richest blessing on all of you. 

Sincerely, 
Janet Kilgore 

We would like to thank everyone who sent 
Christmas cards to Mom.  We read each and every 
one.  She liked the gift bag with the ornament and 
other goodies.  Also thanks to those of you who 
stop by to see her.  We both appreciate that. 

-Helen and Maureen DeKruif 
 

I would like to thank the church for the lovely Avon kit 
and the many beautiful Christmas cards I received.  I 
get the bulletin and Windows magazine and that 
makes me feel connected to the church.  It is a 
blessing to belong to such a caring church. 

Sincerely,  
Madelyn Dekker 

Thank you all so much for your many wonderful 
Christmas cards.  I really appreciate all your 
thoughts and prayers in this joyous season.  May 
God bless each and every one of you. 

Sincerely, 
Earl R. Tell 

Thank you for the many Christmas cards 
and shut-in cards you send me.  They are 
very much appreciated.  What a blessing 
you all are to the shut-ins at OHRC. 

-Elmer Bajema 

Thank you for the beautiful 
Christmas cards and gift. 

-Doris Buyze 



We’re getting busy again here at Kids for Christ with lots of FUN things coming up! 
 
February 1:      Beach Theme Night 
                          It’s fun to wear shorts, t-shirts, Capri pants and sleeveless shirts in the middle of               
                          winter! Use your imagination and dress up for fun, however NO SWIMSUITS! 
 
February 8:      Swimming at Creston High School for 1st thru 5th graders. 
                          Kids for Christ members meet at church at 6:00pm, cost is $2.00. 
                          Kindergartners meet at church to have a fun event with their leader! 
 
Children’s Sunday on February 12: 
                          Kids 4 years old thru 5th grade will be learning fun songs and preparing to participate        
                          in the morning service.  Please have children report to the Resource Room (also               
                          known as the craft room) in the children’s ministry wing at 9:00am on Sunday, February 12. 
 
 
Information is now available for Brook Cherith Camp.  Those of you who are members of Kids for Christ 

may fill out the registration form and return to Amy Glass, Box #41.  Our club will 
pay the $75 deposit needed to register by February 15.  If you are not a member of 
Kids for Christ you may still go to camp, however our club will not be able to pay 
the registration fee. 

 
 
 
 

STEHOUWER MEAT SALE 
Once again, we have the privilege of selling 

 Beef Sizzlers, Ranch Ribs and Pigs n’ the Blanket 
From Stehouwer Frozen Foods. 

 
This is high quality meat which comes to you fresh from the freezer.  Stock up for all your spring and sum-
mer events!  Great last minute dinner idea: Sauté some onions and mushrooms, add a beef sizzler or two 

and it makes a great sandwich! 
 
(The money from this fundraiser enables us to help kids go to camp, have an end of the year overnighter at 

Brook Cherith and helps with some of the start up costs for the following year.) 
 
 
 
 
February 22:    Come take a peak and see what we are all about!  At 7:00pm we will have an opening 
                          celebration and then kids will go with their leaders.  We have an open door policy so 
                          come at anytime and take a peak.  We’re always happy to answer any questions. 
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As we begin a new calendar year, we also begin a new church year, and a new  
season - the season of Epiphany.  Epiphany is the time we challenge the  
children to open their eyes to new ways that God reveals himself to us.  
During this season, we hear stories of Jesus' "getting ready years,"  
followed by his years of ministry.  The children continue to learn more  
about how God wants us to live, and enjoy the wonderful worship centers that  
have been provided for them. 
 
We would like to express our sincere appreciation to all leaders and  
greeters and to various others who are involved in our Sunday morning  
children's programs.  We have such a great group of dedicated volunteers who  
are all very gifted, and who love the children they serve.  We pray that God  
will continue to bless them for their efforts in his service. 
 
 
Dates to Remember: 
             Feb. 12 - Children©s Sunday 
             Feb. 19 - 3rd-5th graders - Kent Community Hospital 
             Feb. 26 - 2nd graders - Communion 
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The month of February brings with it Valentine’s 
Day celebrations and another very special event – 
the St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital Trike-a-thon.  
The children will be participating in helping to raise 
money for the hospital by riding their bike or trike 
around the gym to earn donations through their 
pledges.  This is a wonderful event, which includes 
bicycle safety tips and information, prizes for the 
children and even a driver’s license for each child 
that participates.   
 
Later in the month the children will share 
Valentines and treats with each other during their 
class parties for Valentine’s Day.  Other activities 
include a heart hunt, piñata and special Valentine 

art projects to take home.   
 
Looking ahead, we are planning another Learning 
Center Sleepover for February 17th.  This event will 
be a fundraiser for the center and an awesome 
night of fun for the kids and staff.  Our Halloween 
sleepover brought in almost $1,000 for the 
Learning Center.   
 
Please watch your church boxes for information on 
our Spring fundraiser – BioMat seeded flower 
mats.  This was a successful fundraiser for the 
center last year and we are hoping to have the 
same results this year. 
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If you have any of the following items and would like to donate them to the Learning 
Center please contact Jennifer Gray at 784-4061.  Thank you! 

 
Rocking chair or glider 

Size 3 – 5T boys and girls pants 
Size 3 – 5T boys and girls underwear 


